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APPLY EFFECTS TO YOUR PHOTOS! 

AKVIS ArtSuite is an impressing collection of versatile effects for decorating photos.  

Decorate a photo to give it an original and festive look!  

You may need it on many occasions: when creating a postcard for your friends, making a holiday 
album, a personalized desktop wallpaper, or just playing with your images "for art's sake".  

AKVIS ArtSuite offers several basic effects that allow creating an endless number of effect 
versions.  

The effects are grouped as Frames and Effects.  
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INSTALLATION 

AKVIS ArtSuite

 3 / 125



 

 

AKVIS ArtSuite

 4 / 125



 

 

AKVIS ArtSuite

 5 / 125

http://akvis.com/en/photoshop-tips/install-plugins.php?ref=help
http://akvis.com/en/graphic-tips/plugins-menu-available.php?ref=help
http://akvis.com/en/graphic-tips/paint-shop-pro-photo-plugins.php?ref=help
http://akvis.com/en/graphic-tips/photoimpact-plugins.php?ref=help
http://akvis.com/en/graphic-tips/gimp-add-plugins.php?ref=help
http://akvis.com/en/graphic-tips/xara-xtreme-plugins.php?ref=help


Paint Shop Pro Photo,  o r  PhotoImpact. Read how to work with our plugins in GIMP o r  Xara 
Xtreme. If you still have problems, please write to our support team.  
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After installation of the ArtSuite plugin, you will see a new item in the Filter/Effects menu of your 
photo editor: AKVIS -> ArtSuite. Please use this command to launch the plugin in the editor. For 
example, in Photoshop select in menu: Filter - AKVIS - ArtSuite. 

The standalone version is run by double-click on the application.  
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HOW TO REGISTER AKVIS SOFTWARE 
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APPLY EFFECTS TO YOUR PHOTOS! 

The functionality of the program depends on the license type. During the evaluation period you can try 
all options and choose the license you like.  

Every time you start the unregistered version you can choose between functionality types to test: 
Home (either the plugin or the standalone edition), Home Deluxe (plugin+standalone) or Business 
(plugin+standalone).  
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WORKSPACE 
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coefficients can be found in a fall-down menu. You can also scale the image using hot-keys: +  and 
Ctrl ++  ( ++  on Macintosh) to scale up the image, -  and Ctrl +-  ( +-  on Macintosh) to scale 
down the image. 
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HOW IT WORKS 
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process will be started manually by pressing the button . It is better not to use Autorun 

Mode on slower computers. 

Process the image with the default settings. The result will be shown in the After tab.  

By pressing the left mouse button anywhere in the image, you can temporarily switch between 
the Before and After tabs.  
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To save a preset click the button  in the program's workspace. To load a previously saved 

preset, press the button . 
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PROGRAM PREFERENCES 
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To save changes made in the Preferences window press OK.  

If you need, click on the button Default to come back the default settings.  
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PRINT IMAGES IN AKVIS ARTSUITE 
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BLACK AND WHITE 
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also regulates the tint saturation - the farther from the center, the more saturated the color 
shade is. 
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SHIFT COLOR 
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CHANNEL MIXER 
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TEXTURE 
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Hint: It is possible to apply your own textures. It can be any image in these 
formats: JPEG, BMP, TIFF, or PNG.  

To load your own texture into AKVIS ArtSuite, select <Custom>... in the list.  
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Repetition  

Reflection. When this option is selected, the texture is generated by repetition of 
the given pattern. The difference from the Repetition mode is that the ends of the 
patterns are joined at mirror reflection.  

 

 

Reflection  

Alignment. This option helps when the initial texture has an uneven pattern. If we 
apply the texture as it is, we will see texture joins. To avoid it, we should activate 
the option Texture Alignment.  
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2. It is possible to adjust the following texture appication parameters: 
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GLAMOUR EFFECT 
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Result  

The effect has the following controls:  
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between the neighbouring pixels. 
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TWO KEYS 
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CLASSIC FRAME 

  

The Settings Panel lets choosing a texture to generate a frame and adjust the parameters for the 
selected frame.  
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The program comes with a rich collection of textures. Textures for the Classic Frame are found 
under Classic and are grouped in several sets. Here you can see a group with classic wooden frames, 
as well as groups with animal textures (peacock feather, leopard skin, etc), bricks, festive elements, 
etc.  

The selected (current) texture is displayed in a square button which also lets opening the Library.  

  

Click on the square, you will see all textures in the selected group (for example, Wooden). Now you 
can select a texture by clicking on it.  

  

Hint: It is possible to apply your own textures. It can be any image in these formats: JPEG, 
BMP, TIFF, or PNG.  

To load your own texture into AKVIS ArtSuite, select <Custom>
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Let's take one more example to show how the parameters Average Brightness and Mirror Texture 
to Align work. We take the following texture:  

  

In this case it is enough to enable the check-box Average Brightness to achieve a good result.  

AKVIS ArtSuite

 45 / 125



PATTERN FRAME 
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under Pattern and are grouped in several sets.  

The selected (current) texture is displayed in a square button which also lets opening the Library.  

  

Click on the square, you will see all textures in the selected group (for example, Nature). Now you can 
select a pattern by clicking on it.  

  

Hint: It is possible to apply your own textures. It can be any image in these formats: JPEG, 
BMP, TIFF, or PNG.  

For pattern frames we recommend to use PNG images with an object on a transparent area.  

To load your own texture into AKVIS ArtSuite, select <Custom>
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STROKES FRAME 
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transparent. One may need it on an image with several layers; in this way, the image on the lower 
layer(s) is visible and serves as a frame. 
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FRAME SCRATCHES 
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Transparent. When the check-box Transparent is enabled, the image under the frame becomes 
transparent. One may need it on an image with several layers; in this way, the image on the lower 
layer(s) is visible and serves as a frame. 
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PAGE CURL 
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SQUARES FRAME 

AKVIS ArtSuite

 64 / 125



Color Gradient. This parameter changes the opacity of the tiles' edges. The values of the parameter 
vary from 0% to 100%. At 0% the tiles' edges are solid, as you increase the value of the parameter 
the transparency of the edges increases, the tiles look more three-dimensional. 

Outer Frame  
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motley tiles. 
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Random Seed. This is the starting number for the random number generator that defines the 
distribution of tiles at the inner border of the frame. It can be any number between 0 and 9999. Every 
number correponds to a particular tiles distribution (provided all other parameters stay the same). 
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RAGGED FRAME 
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Transparent. When the check-box Transparent is enabled, the image under the frame becomes 
transparent. One may need it on an image with several layers; in this way, the image on the lower 
layer(s) is visible and serves as a frame. 
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SPRAY FRAME 
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Transparent. When the check-box Transparent is enabled, the image under the frame becomes 
transparent. One may need it on an image with several layers; in this way, the image on the lower 
layer(s) is visible and serves as a frame. 
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ARTISTIC FRAME 
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transparent. One may need it on an image with several layers; in this way, the image on the lower 
layer(s) is visible and serves as a frame. 
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ARTISTIC CROP 

  

1. Frame. The frame is created from a part of the original image. Adjust the parameters for the 
frame:  
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The values of the parameter vary between -100% and 100%. By default the parameters are set to 0, 
that is the image is in the center of the frame.  

It is also possible to shift the image on the frame using the mouse cursor:  

Press the Ctrl  on the keyboard and you will see a dotted frame. Put the cursor inside the dotted 
frame, press the left button of the mouse and, keeping it pressed, drag the frame. The parameters of 
the Image Shift will be recalculated accordingly and the image will be automatically processed.  
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FROST FRAME 
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shadows increases. High values of the parameter give volume to the frame. 
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HAND PAINTED FRAME 
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If the Hand Painted Frame has more than one area for photos and the default order of images 
(which is chosen automatically) within the frame is not as desired (an image is not in the correct 
area), you can change it manually:  

 

Choose an image in the Source Image Window, and then while pressing and holding the left 
mouse button, drag the desired image into the frame.  

You can also place an image in an area by double-clicking it with the left mouse button. 
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To reposition an image in the frame, bring the cursor into the selected area and left click (the 
cursor's shape will change to that of perpendicular bilateral arrows ) then, while keeping the 
left mouse button pressed, drag the cursor.  

To resize an image in the frame, bring the cursor to the edge of the selection box (the cursor 
will change shape to that of a bilateral arrow ), and after pressing and holding the left mouse 
button, drag the cursor to increase or decrease the size of the image.  

To rotate an image, bring the cursor near to a corner marker of the selection box (the cursor will 
change to the shape of elliptical double arrows ), press the left mouse button and while 
keeping it held, move the cursor.  
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INSTALLING AND REGISTERING FRAME PACKS 
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Attention! Do not open the file yourself. Just copy it to a folder. It will only work in ArtSuite!  

The .zip file is loaded by ArtSuite and displayed in the Library. If you unzip the file you won't 
find the images, only thumbnails, because the hi-res frames are protected.  

You may need to re-start ArtSuite to make the new pack visible in the Library.  
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BERLIN CATHEDRAL: RETRO POSTCARD 
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Canvas size dialog box  

Here is the result:  

 

 

Put the sketch image into a frame  
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Imitation of sepia technique  
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CHANGE SEASONS 
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Click on  to make the changes. 
 

Here is the result:  
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Start the process of applying the texture by pressing the "Run" button. The result will be shown 
in the After tab.  

To accept the result and return to the photo editor, press the "Apply" button.  

 

 

The mountains are encased in frost.  
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Once again we will call the AKVIS Decorator plug-in. This time we choose a different texture 
and adjust the parameters.  

 

 

Start the texture application process. Apply the result and return to the photo editor.  
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CREATE YOUR OWN ART GALLERY 
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The result will be shown in the After tab.  
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Let's take Edgar Degas "Dancers in Blue". This painting is calling us to dance with these ballet-
dancers.  

Here are the variantes of the frames:  
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Let's try to use another style of the frame with "Bella Donna":  
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You can try other frames.  

There are enough styles, colors and frame types to experiment. Have fun!!!  
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MAKING YOUR OWN FRAMES 
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Original Image in AKVIS ArtSuite  

The Library contains a rich collection of textures and patterns grouped in sets.  

To load your own texture into ArtSuite, select <Custom>
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Frame Variants  

Pattern Frame  
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Original Image in AKVIS ArtSuite  

To load your own texture into ArtSuite, select <Custom>
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Frame Variants  
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AKVIS PROGRAMS 
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where the borders of the object end. more...  
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