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BRIGHTER THAN REALITY! 

AKVIS HDRFactory is a versatile program for creating High Dynamic Range images and making 
photo correction.  

AKVIS HDRFactory creates HDR photos (High Dynamic Range Imaging - an image with high dynamic 
range) by combining several images of the same object taken with different exposure values.  

The result is an expressive contrasting image that reflects reality with a higher level of authenticity 
than a simple snapshot.  
By comparison, the human eye discerns many more nuances of color and brightness than any modern 
camera could record. The HDR technology endeavours to bridge the gap between reality as we see it 
and its photographic reflection.  
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Xtreme. If you still have problems, please write to our support team.  
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into: Applications/Adobe Photoshop CS3/Plug-Ins.  

 

 

After installation of the HDRFactory plugin, you will see a new item in the Filter (Effects) menu of your 
photo editor: AKVIS -> HDRFactory. Please use this command to launch the plugin in the editor. For 
example, in Photoshop select in menu: Filter - AKVIS - HDRFactory. 

The standalone version is run by double-click on the application.  
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HOW TO REGISTER AKVIS SOFTWARE 
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BRIGHTER THAN REALITY! 

AKVIS HDRFactory creates an HDR image from a series of shots or from one single photo.  

The functionality of the program depends on the license type. During the test period you can try all 
options and choose the license you like.  

Every time you start the unregistered version you can choose between functionality types to test: 
Home (either the plugin or the standalone edition), Home Deluxe (plugin+standalone) or Business
(plugin+standalone).  
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WHAT IS HDRI: ABOUT HIGH DYNAMIC RANGE IMAGING 
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And the result of HDRI processing:  

  

Earlier, one had to use gradient filters when shooting or various tools in Adobe Photoshop (masks, 
layers) to get a similar image.  

With the advent of HDRI technology the process has been simplified. Now it is sufficient to take a 
series of shots of one and the same object using different exposure settings, then load the images 
into AKVIS HDRFactory and combine them into one image.  
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HOW TO GET SHOTS WITH DIFFERENT EXPOSURES 
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WORKSPACE OF THE PROGRAM 
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launch the program, it uses the settings of the last used preset.  

Under the Settings Panel you can see Hints for the parameters and buttons when you hover over 
them with the cursor. You can choose where the hints will be shown or hide them in the program's 
Preferences.  
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IMAGE VIEW MODES 
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HOW TO USE THE PROGRAM 
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the best result. It is useful with photos that do not require close attention to every detail and it 
is enough to see the general outcome (for example, when processing photos for printing in the 
standard size).  

Note: Once you have adjusted the parameters, it is recommended to try the processing 
with Preview Size = 1 to make sure that the best settings are chosen.  
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To process the image with a certain preset, select this preset from the list. The image will be 
automatically processed with the preset's settings.  

Next time you launch the program, these settings will be used by default. If you change the 
parameters you can return to the initial settings of the selected preset by clicking on Reset.  

To delete a preset, select it from the list and click on the button Delete.  
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CREATE HDR IMAGES 
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Fast alignment,  Normal alignment and High-quality alignment. The better the alignment 
quality, the longer the processing time will be. We recommend Normal alignment. If you are 
sure that there is no shift in the image series choose No alignment.  
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The original images will be combined to create a High Dynamic Range image. However, 
monitors have a lower dynamic range and can not render an HDR-image to the best advantage. 
That is why a technology called Tone Mapping is applied for intelligent compression of the 
dynamic range and getting an LDR (low dynamic range) image. The resulting image contains more 
details.  

Image processing will start automatically and any changes will be displayed in real time, in the 
After tab.  

 

 

Result of Tone Mapping  

Note: You can add additional effects to your High Dynamic Range image using the 
Adjustment and Effects tabs.  
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GHOST REMOVAL IN HDR IMAGES 
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After using the  tool only one version of the object will remain (corresponding to selected 
color). The others will be deleted.  

The program will use the area from the selected image to make a resulting HDR image according 
to the Tone Mapping settings.  

Attention! To see the result just hide the selection by pressing ! 
 

The process starts automatically after using the Ghost Removal tool but when the area 
is highlighted it's hard to see the changes.  
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ADJUSTMENT AND SINGLE-SHOT HDR EFFECT 

AKVIS HDRFactory

 32 / 59



AKVIS HDRFactory

 33 / 59



200. 

AKVIS HDRFactory

 34 / 59



Here is the result:  

 

 

Result  

Note: You can add additional effects to the image using the Effects tab.  
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EFFECTS 
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image. 

Glow adds a soft glow effect by creating a blurred layer above the source image. When these 
layers are blended together it results in a surreal appearance.  
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Processing starts immediately after any parameter is adjusted, and any changes are displayed in 
real time, in the After tab.  

Here is our result:  

 

 

Result  

AKVIS HDRFactory

 39 / 59



POST PROCESSING  

Near the histogram is a drop-down list with image channels (RGB,  Red,  Green,  Blue,  Colors, 
Luminosity). It is possible to adjust every channel separately or correct a combined channel.  
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The Post Processing panel also contains parameters that correct the brightness and contrast of the 
image, make gamma-corrections and change the saturation of the image.  
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PROGRAM PREFERENCES 
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PRINT IMAGES IN AKVIS HDRFACTORY 
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HIGHLANDS SCENERY: GENERATING AN HDR IMAGE 
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SUNSET BEACH: CREATING AN HDR EFFECT ON A PHOTO  
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The image now looks better. There are reflections of the sunset on the sea, the sky has began 
to take on a crimson hue, and some details have become visible. Let's try to achieve an even 
more brilliant effect.  
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AKVIS PROGRAMS 
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where the borders of the object end. more...  
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